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NATURE and DESIGN j 
CHRISTIANITY. = 
1, HE wildom of mankind has for ere ages 
| been enquiring into the nature of man, and ie 5 : 
the nature of the world in which he is placed. CE” 
The wants ard miſeries of human nature, and the = 
vanity of woridly enjoy ments, have made it difficult Y , 
ſor the wiſeſt men to tell, what human happinels 3 | 
was, or wherein it conſiſted. s 
It has pleaſed the infinite goodneſs of God to ſatis- 1 
ſy our er quiries, by a revelation made to the worid, | 3 
by his fo Jeſus Chriſt. _B 
This revelation has laid open the great ſecrets of 7 
providence from the creation of the world, It has ex- Þ 
j lained the preſent ſtate of things, and given man all © 
the information that is receflary, both to give him reſt 3 
here, and to lead him ſafely to everlaſting happiness. "0 
It is now only neceſſary that the poor wildom of | 
man do not exalt itſelf againſt God, that we ſuffer 2 2 | 
our eyes to be opened by | him that made them, and 1 
our lives to be conducted by him, in whom we ue, 4 
MOU , C ma have our ben To bY 2 | 
II. As happivel. is the ſole end of all our BY RY bw | 
ſo t is revelation aims at nothing elſe. 1 4 
I gives us ieh notions of ourſelves, of Gur true | 
geo and realevil; itſhews us our true condition both | # | 
our .reatneſs and meanneſs, our happineſs and mlerys 1 
B. tore this, man was a mere riddle to bimſelf, and 5 | 
his condition full of darkneſs and perplexity ; a reſt- RE | 
lels inhabitant of a miſerable diſorder'd world, walks - 
ig mn a van fradow, and difquetng himſelf in vain, . 
Eu this light has diſperied the anxiety of his van | 
c njectures. it has brought us acquainted with God; | 5 
ard. by adding heaven to earth, and eternity totime, 1 
has o; ened ſuch a glorious view of things, as leads 6 
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meu, even in this world, to a peace of Gd which pojſeth 
all underſtanding, : 

III. This revelation acquaints us, that we have a 
ſpirit within us, Which was wrened after the divine 
Image: that this ſpirit is now mn a fallen conduton ; 
that the body in which it is placed is its ſepulchre, 
where it isen{laved to fleſhly thoughts, blinded with 
ſalſe notions of good and evil, and dead to ail taſte 
of its truc happiness. 

It tcaches us, that this world in which we live, is 
alſo in a difordercd iriegular (tate, and curſed for the 
jake of man: that it is vo longer the paradiſe that God 
made 1, but the remains of a drowned world, full 
of marks of God's difplealure, aad the fin of its inha- 
bitants 

That it is a mere wilderneſs, a ſtate of aarknels, 
a vale of miſery: where vice and madneſs, dreams 
and ſhadow ., vanuully pleaſe and torment the ſhort 
miſerable lives of men. | 

Devils alſo, and evil ſpirits have here their rcl1- 
dence, promoting the works of darkneſs, and wan- 
dering up and down ſeeking whom they may devour, 

So that man, in his natural ſtate, is hke a perlen 
ſick of variety 'of diſcaſes, knowi: ng neither his dif- 
tempers nor his cure, and incloled in s place here 
he can hear, or lee, or fecl, or taſte of nothing but 
what tends to enllaine his diſorders. 

IV. But Chriſtianity nuts an end to this late of 
things, blots out all the ideas of worldly wildom, 
brings the worid itſelf to aſhes, and creates all anew. 
It calls man from an animal li * and eaithty ſocie es, 
tobe born again of the Holy Ghoit, and be made a 
member of the kingde m of God. 


It cruſhes into nothing the concerns of this lie, 


$ condemns it as a ſtate of vanity and daiknefs. and leads 


man to happineſs with God in ihe realms of liglit. 

It propoſes the purifying of our fouls, eniivencd 
| With the divine ſpirit; it {ets before us new gde 
and evils, and forms us to a glorious participation of 
the PTE nature, 

This is the ons end of Chriſtian” ty. It does not 
leave us ty orovel on 1n the dclites of the fleſh 19 caſt 


4 about ſor worldly happineſs, and wegen in darkne'ss 


2 and 


(4) 
and exile from God: but the ſole deſign of it is, te 
lead us from all thoughts of reſt here, to ſeparate us 
from worldly tempers, to deliver us from the folly of 
our pathoris, the {lavery of our own nature, the pow- 
er of evil ſpirits, and unite us to God, the true foun- 
tain of real good, This is the mighty change which 
Chriſtianity aims at: to reform our whole natures, 
renew our ſouls in the image of God, and make them 
the inhabitants of heavenly and immortal bodies, 

V. The manner in which it changes our whole 
Rate, is equally great and wonderful. 

JI am the way, the truth, and the lſe, ſaith our bleſſed 
Lord, no man cometh to the father but by me. | 

As all things were created by the fon of God, and 
rithout him was not any thing made that was made, ſo are 
all things redeemed and reſtored by the ſame divine 
perſon, | | | 

As nothing could come into being without him, 
ſo nothing can enter into a ſtate of happineſs but by 
him. | 

The dignity of this redemption at once confounds 
the pride, and relieves the miſery of man, How fal- 
len muſt he be from God, that ſhould need fo great 
a mediator! And, on the other hand, how full of 
comfort is he though: that ſo high a method, ſo ſtu- 
pendous a means, ſhould be taken to reſtore him to 
a ſtate of peace and favour with God, | 

VI. This is the true point of view, in which every 
Chriſtian is to behold himſelf, He is to overlook the 
poor projects of this life, and conſider himſelf as a 
greature, through his natural corruption, fallen into a 
ſtate of endleſs miſery ; but by the mercy of God, re- 
deemed to a condition of everlaſting happineſs, 
Alu the precepts and doctrines of the Goſpel are 

fourded on theſe two great truths, the deplorable cor- 

ruption of human nature, and its new birth in Chriſt 
Jeſus. e | | 

The one includes all the miſery, the other all the 
happineſs of man. | . 5 

It is on theſe, that the whole ſrame of Chriſtiani- 
ty is built; forbidding only ſuch things as faſten us 
to the diſorders of fin, and commanding only thoſe 
duties which lead us into the liberty of the fons of God. 
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So that if we think and att as Chriſtians, we wid 
ſuitably to thele terms of our condition, fearing and 
zvwoiding all the motions of our corrupted nature, che— 
riſhing the ſecret intpirations of the Hol; Spirit, open— 
ing our minds for the reception of the divine Ucht, 


| and prefling aſter all the perfettions of our ne biith, 


Ali Chriſtians are continually to behave them- 
{=1ves conſormable to this double Capacity, Wearc 


to fear, and watch, and pray, like men that are always 


en the brink of eternal death: and to believe, and 


hope, and labour, and aſpire, like OChriltians that 


* are called to fight the good fight of kaith, and lay nod 


on eternal life. 
VII. This knowledge of owiſelves makes human 


> life a ſtate of infinite importance, placed upon ſo 
1-4 otra {ul a point betwixttwo fuch cternities 


vel! might our Saviour lay to one. 12 begge d 


. 17 o go Ind bury his ſather, elle mie, and let "the 


dead bury thar dead, 
For what 1s all he buſtle and hurry of the world 


but a dead ſhow, andits greateſt actors but dead men, 


when compared with that real lite to which ihe fol 


Ci; * 5 1 
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lowers of Chiilt are redeemed.” 
Had we been made only for this world, world! * 


Vviſdom had been our higheſt wiſdom; but leeing wc 


are redeemed to an entirely contrary itate, worldly 
wiſcom is now our greateſt foulithnels, 

It is now our only wifdom. to underſtand our new 
ſtate, and conduct ourſelves by the p renciples of cur 
redemption. 

VIII. The nature of our Chriſtian calling 15 of 
that concern, as to delerve ail our tnoughis : aun 19, 
indeed only to be peiceived by great fe: toulnel, 410 
attention of mind, 

lhe Chriſtian ilate1s an invifible life in the Spirit 
of God, ſupported not by ſenhble goods, but the j;p1- 


5 ritual graces of faith and hope: fo that man, b.. ited 
5 in eartnly Cares and ElijoYy ments, pe 1CELVES nut}, ng 
olf this great and heavenly celung. | 


[he changes which Chiifhanity make in tlie 


pielent ſtate of things, are. al ins ible: its 84s 


and evils Which are the only true {tandards 0! vr 


© atliors, are boi fabje ct to the knowledge of our fene. 
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In God we live, and move, and have our being; but | TH, 
how unſzen, how unfelt is all this! Lat 
Chriſt is the Lamb flain from the foundation of the doh 
WOT 25 the true light that lighiteth every man that cometh into Hl 
the world, He is the Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the end of all things. The whole creation 
ſabliſts in him and by him. No perſon is in any fa. 
vour with God, but by this great mediator. But how F* 
inviſible, how unknown to all our ſenſes is this ſtate FX 
of things! "8 

Chriſtians are temples of the Holy Ghoſt, conſe- 7 
crated to God, members of Chriſt's my tical body, 
of his fleſh and his bones, receiving life, ſpirit, and 
motion from him their head, 

But our ſenſes ſee no farther than our parents and 
kindred according to the fleſh, and fix our hearts to 
earthly friendſhips and relations. Well then may this 
life be deemed a ſtate of darkneſs, ſince it thus clouds 
and covers all the true appearances of things, and 


keeps our minds inſenfible and unaffected with mat- Fa: 0 
ters of ſuch infinite moment. r 
IX, Would we therefore know our true condition, = | 
we muſt fearch after a life that is hid with Chriſt in 
God. We muſt conſider ourſelves as parts of Chriſt's { 
myſtical body, and as members of the kingdom of 3 
heaven, In vain do we conlider the beauty and 
ſtrength of our bodies, our alliances with men, and 
the diſtintions of this world: for theſe things no more 
conſtitute the ſtate of human life, than rich coffins or / 
2autiful monuments, conſtitute the ſtate of the dead. 
We jullly pity the laſt poor effects of human preat- . 
neſs, when we ſee a breathleſs carcaſe lying in ſtate. 


It appears fo ſar ſrom any real honour, that it rather 
looks like ridiculing the miſery - of our nature. But 
were religion to form our judgments, the life of a 
proud, voluptuous, ſenſual man, tho' ſhining in all 
the ſplendor of the world, would give us no higher : 
ab idea of human dignity, than a poor corpſe laid in 
tate, 

For a ſinner, when glorying 1 in the luſt of the fleſh, 
the luſt of the eye, and the pride of life, is a more 
ſhocking ſight of miſery ridicul'd, than any pageant- 
ry that can expoſe the dad. a . 

| | | X, We 


allow'd ſigns of living men, are often undeniable 
prooſs of dead Chriſtians. | 
When therefore we would truly know what our 


5 W 


life or happineſs is, we mult look at nothing that is 


* 
X. We have an Apoſtle's authority to ſay, that he 
who liveth in pleaſure is dead while he liveth. | 

This ſhews us that when we enquire what our life 
is, we mult think of ger wag, higher than the vi- 
gour of our blood, the gaiety of our ſpirits, or the en- 
joyment of ſenſual pleaſures ; ſince theſe, tho' the 


*Z ſenſible or temporal. We may as well dig in the earth 
for wiſdom, as look at fleſh and blood to ſee what we 
are, or at worldly enjoyments to find what we want, 
or at temporal evils, to ſee what we have to fear, 

Our bleſſed Saviour put an abſolute end to all en- 
quiries of this kind, when he ſaid, be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. 

Here our bodies, and all bodily enjoyments, are at 
one dalh ſtruck out of the account of happineſs, and 
the preſent {tate of things made fo very low and inſig- 
nificant, that he who can only deprive us of them, 
has not power enough to deſerve our fear. 
We mult therefore, if we would conceive our true. 
ſtate, our real good and evil, look farther than theſe 
dim eyes of fleſh can carry our views, We muſt, with 
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the eyes of faith, penctrate into the inviſible worla, 


the. world of ſpirits, and conſider our order and condi— 
tion among them; a world, which at St. John ſpeaks, 
= hath no need of the ſun, neither of the moon, ts ſhine in it; 
3 /or the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb, is the 
= lyit thereof, For it is there, among eternal beings, that 
woe mult take eternal fellowſhip, or fall into a king- 
dom of darkneſs and everlaſting miſery. 
VXI. Chriſtianity is fo noble in its ends, ſo extenſive 
ia its views, that it has no Jeſs ſubjects than theſe 
d o entertain our :houghts, 
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2 
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It burtes our bodies, burns the preſent world, 


Zopens all into an eternal ſtate, | | 
lt never conſideis us in any other reſpect than as 

fallen ſpirits; it diſregards worldly diſtinctions, and 
Jpropoſes nothing to our fears but eternal miſery, no- 
hing to our hopes but endleſs enjoy ment with God. 
4 This 


triumphs over death by a general reſurrection, and 
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This is the greta, the important condition, in Which "2 


Chriſtianityhas placed us, above our bodies, above the 
world, above death, to be preſent at the dilfolution 
of all things, to lee the earth in flames, and the hea- 
vens wrapt up like a ſcroll, to ſtand at the general re. 
ſurrection, to appear at the univerſal judgment, and to 
live for ever, when all that our eyes have ſeen is pal- 
ſed away and gone. 

XII. take therefore upon thee a temper ſuitable 
to this greatneſs of thy condition, Remember that 
thou art an eternal ſpirit, that thou art but fora iew 
months or years in a ſtate of leſt and blood, only 10 
try, whether thou ſbalt be for ever happy with God, 
or for ever miſerable with the devil. 

Thou wilt hear of other concerns, and other great- 
neſs in the world. Thou wilt ice every order of men, 
every family, every perſon, purſuing ſome faricied 


happineſs. as if the world had not only happineſs, but 
a particular kipd of happineſs for all its inhabitants. 


But when thou ſeeſt this, tancy thou ſaweſt all 


the world aſleep; the prince no longer a prince 
the beggar no longer begging, but every man ſieep- 


ing out of his proper ſtate ; ſome bappy, others tor- 
mented. and all changing their condition, as fall as 
one fooliſh dream cou!d ſucceed another. 

When thou halt ſeen this, if thou wilt, thou mayſt 


go to ſleep too, thou mayſt lie down and dream. And 


this is all: for be as happy as the world can make thee, 


all is but ſleeping and dreaming : and what is fill 


worle, it is like fleeping in a ſhip, when thou ſhouldſt 
be pumping for life; or dreaming tnou art a prince, 
when thou ſhouldſt be redeemingthyſelf from flavery, 

XIII. This is no 1maginary flight of a melancholy 


Wes y, but the real nature of things. 


For, if thou art that immortal nature, that fallen 
ſpirit, Which religion teaches us; it thou art to meet 
deat hy 1eſurreQion, and judgment, as the forerun- 
ners of an efernal {tate; what are the little flaſhes ci 
pleaſure, the changing appearances of worldly | ap- 

ineſs, but ſo many lorts al reams ? 


How canſt thou talk of the advantages of fortune, 4 


the pleaſures of food or apparel], without being in a 

dream ? 
Is the beggar aſleep, when he fancies he is buil Ging 
himſelf 
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885 ; a kimſelf fine houſes ? Is the priſoner in a dream, when 
the | £ k g . 
be imagines himſelf in open fields and fine groves P 
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bles of wordly happineſs ? | 
2 2 HPor, if it be true that man is upon his trial; if the 
trial is for eternity; if life is but a vapour; what is 
there that deſerves a ſerious thought, but how to get 
well out of the world, and make it a right paſſage to 
2X our eternal ſtate ? 
XXIV. It is the manner of ſome countries, in the 
© burial of their dead, to put a ſtaff, and ſhoes, and 
money in the ſepulchre along with the corps. 
Wie ſee the folly and ignorance of ſuch a poor 


0 
1 
© 


8 . 8 . . 
contrivance to aſſiſt the dead: but if we did but un- 


derſland what is liſe, we ſhould ſee as much folly in 
the poor contrivances to aſſiſt the living. 

For how many things do people labour after, break 
their reſt and peace to get, which yet when gotten, 
die of juſt as much real uſe to them, as a ſtaff and 


> No 
© 
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I ſhoes to a corpſe nnder ground ? They are always ad- 
ding ſomething to their life, which is only like adding 
= 2nother pair of ſhoes to a body in the grave. 
=> Thou mayſt hire more ſervants, new paint thy 
x rcoms, and put on richer apparel ; and theſe will 
== help thee to be happy, a sgolden ſtaffs, or painted ſhoes, 
will help a dead man to walk. | | 
XV. If thou remembereſt, that the whole race of 
man ind are a race of fallen ſpirits, that paſſeth through 
this world as an arrow paſſeth through the air; thou 
wilt ſ-on perceive, that there is no wildom or happi- 
22 nels but in getting away to the beſt advantage. 
If thou remembereſt, that this life is but a vapour; 
| that thou art in the body, only to be holy, humble 
end heavenly-minded; that thou ſtandeſt upon the 
= drink of death, reſurrection and judgment; and that 
W theſe great things will ſuddenly come upon thee like 
= athief in the night, thou wilt ſee a vanity in the things 
of this world, greater than any words can expreſs. 
Do but therefore know thyſelf as religion hath 
made thee known; do but ſee thyſelf in the light 
which Chriſt has brought into the world, and then 
„ thou 
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( 10 ) 
thou wilt ſee that nothing concerns thee, but what 
concerns an everlaſting ſpirit that is going to God;fl H 
and that there are no enjoy ments here that are worth = 
a thought, but ſuch as may adorn thee with that wh | 
neſs without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 0 

XVI. 1his is the end of Chriſtianity, It is not A 
ſchool for the teaching of moral virtue, It is deeper 7 


e 
and more divine in its deſigns: It implies an entire ff 
change of heart, a full dedication of ourſelves, our FR 
ſouls and bodies unto God, = 8 

Our bleſſed Saviour came into the world, not 19 = 1 
make any compoſition with it, but to put an end to h 
the deſigns of fleſh and blood: and to ſhew us, we! 
muſt either renounce the world to become ſons ot . 


God, or by enjoy ing it taks our portion among damn. 
ed fo pirits. 4 
Chriſtianity i is a ſtate of things that whelly regards 
eternity: it knows of no other goods and evils but 
{uch as relate to another life. | 
Itis a kingdom of heaven that has no other intereſts Þ 

in this world, than as it takes its members out of it; 
and when the number of the elect is complete, this 
world will be conſumed with fire, as having no other 
reaſon for its exiſtence, than the furniſhing members 1 
for that bleſſed ſociety, which is to laſt for ever. bb 
Wl I cannot here omit obſerving the folly of human | . 
| wiſdom, which, full of 1 imaginary projects, pleales it. 4 : 
0 ſelf with its laſting eſtabliſhments in a world doomed | . 
to deſtruction, and which is to laſt no longer than | 
till a ſufficient number 1s redeemed out of it, : 
Y Did we lee a number of animals haſtening to take 
up their apartments, and contending for the belt pla- 


ER 
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the kingdom of God, We are told, that to as many 4s 7e- Wi 
ceived him, to thein he gore power to become tt e fons of Got, N 
which were born not of blocd, nor of the will of tie fl n, nor 1 i 
of the will of man, but of God, Thele 


6 ces in a building that was to be beat down as ſoon as 1 
| its old inhabitants had got falſe out, we ſhould fee a . 
If contention full as wiſe as the wiſdom of worldly am- 7 
4 bition. 1 
XVII. That Chriſtianity requires a change of na- 3a 
1 ture, is plain from the whole tenor of the goſpel. 1 

Hl The. Saviour of the world ſaith, that except a man be = 
| born age, of water and cf the ſpirit, he cannot enter mito 


(1 


WW Theſe words plainly teach us, that Chriſtianity um- 

I. 2 Plies an entire change of nature; that as our birth was 

2 us the beginning of a new life, and brought us into 
"M ſociety of earthly enjoyments, 15 Chriſtianity is ano— 

her birth, that brings us into a condition altogether as 

bew, as aha we hrit law the light. 

ON We begin again to be, we enter upon freſh terms 
| Pf life, have new tempers, new bopes, and fears, and 


is 1 n entire change of every thing that can be called 
1% > hood or evil. | 

mu This new birth is the very eſſence and ſoul of 
g "ms Thriſtienity; it is the ſeal of the promiſes, the mark 
W 1 our {onſhip, the earnelt of our inheritance, and 
155 he ſure proof of our acceptance with God. 

— XVIII. If we would know, what a change our. 
dg! > bew life in Shriſt implies, let us conſider what it is 


=& be born of God. 


bes. | Ihofrever is born of God, ſaith the Apoſtle, doth not 


r 


of = ou. fin. For hes feed ee in m; and he cannot 
39 
9 n, becauſe he 15 born of G Od. In this the children of God 


1 re manifeſt, and the chuldren of the devil. And again, toe 
er or) that whojocver 13 born God finneth not, ns he that 
50 i 1 hegolten ef. God keepetn fe «lf, and the wicked une touchs 
nos 2: lim net, 1 John iii. 10. v. 18. 
le ſane Apoſtle tells us, wheo/otuer is horn of God, 
MED @crcometh the world, He orercometh all woridly de- 
: 1 dies and wordly ſcars. He is crucihed unto the world, 
7 ww the world cructhed unto him. He is dead to the 
rg f A of the fleſh, the luſt of the eye, and the pride of 
ike LANG. he feareth not them that can kill the body, 
pla- 1 bd. aher that have nothing more that they can do. 
__ We mult therefore exemine into the itate of our 
_ Bands: ana {ze whether we are thus changed in our 
_— hatures, thus born again: whether we are ſo ſpirit— 
a as o have overcome the world; ſo holy, as thet 
= 1 e cannot commit lin; ince it is the undeniable 
1 Joctrine of fert 'pture, that the new birth 13 as necel- 
5 ho ry to lfalvation, as the believing in Jeſus Chriſt, 
= XIX, We have ſeen two marks of thoſe that ate 
re- wi of God. A third is given us by Chrilt hin{cls. 
4d, ove your enemies. bleſs them that curſe you. do good to them 


= utc you, an pray for them whach 4/1 fully uſe vo 
45 and 


. R » S 


. ATCA” 


| hearts, of all our natural tempers, and a life who! 


C383 5 
and perſecite you ; that ye may be the children of your F alle 1 


which 1s in heaven. 


Well may a Chriſtian be ſaid to be à new Creatur, = 
{ſince without ſuch a diſpoſition as this, we cannot be & 
| 


Chriſtians, or children of our father, which is in hes. 
ven. It is not enough therefore to love our friend; 
benefaQors and relations; but if we are born of God, — 


we love like God: we hs an univerſal love, a ten." 7 


derneſs for all mankind, imitating that love: __ ; \ 
would that amen ſhould be ſaved, 


. God ts love and as he who dwelleth in love dwll:th 1 ul 1 0 
God, ſo he that dwelleth not in love dwelleth not in 4 a 
It is impoſſible to be a true Chriſtian, and an ene... 
my at the ſame time. | t 
Mankind hath no enemy but the devil, and wolf * 4 ( 
who are of the ſame ſpirit. by 1 
XX. There is perhaps no duty more contrary 10 ᷓ 1 


fleſh and blood than this; but it is eaſy to thoſe 0 
are born of God. TH 

For, take but away earthly goods and evils, and 
you take away all hatred and malice; for they ale 
the only cauſes of thoſe baſe tempers. 

Let us here awhile contemplate the heighth and "2 
depth of Chriſtian holineſs, and that god like pil 97 
which 1t implies! and this alone might convince us 
that to be Chriſtians, we mult be born again : wel 
muſt ſo change our very natures, as to have no de. 
ſire in our ſouls, but that of being like God. = 

And till we rejoice and delight only in God, we? 
cannot have this love to our fe}low-creatures. 1 

We may therefore learn from this, as well as from 
what was obſerved before, that Chriſtianity does no 
conſiſt in doing no harm, nor in doing good, (as it 2 
called) nor yet in any particular moral virtues, 3% 
ſome idly ſuppoſe; but in an entire change of our | 


devoted to God, . 
XXI. The ſame doctrine is farther taught by our 
bleſſed Saviour, when ſpeaking of little children, he # | 
faith, /uffer them to come unto me, for of ſuch is the kin i 
don of God, Luke xviii. 16. 3. 


4-28) 


wie If we are not reſolved to deceive ourſelves, if we 
T1. 1227 not eyes that ſee not, and ears that hear not, 
* 0 ve muſt perceive that theſe words imply ſome migh- 
hea i !) change in our nature. 

n& | Ky Now the peculiar condition of infants is ſuch, that 
rol 7 they have every thing to learn ; they are to be taught 
ten. 3 by others, what they are to hope and ſeer, and 


| wherein their proper happineſs conliits, 

And in this ſenſe firſt, we are to become as little 
. children : to be as tho' we had every thing to learn, 
ot inf : and ſuffer ourſelves to be taught, what we are to 
chuſe, and what we are to avoid: to pretend to no 
XZ wiſdom of our own, but be ready to be taught of God, 
the only way of purſuing that only happineſs, which 
hol 2 4 God in Chriſt propoſes to us; and to accept it with 
= ſuch ſimplicity of mind as little children who have 
3 nothing of their own to oppol it. | 
XXII. But how, is this infant temper thus eſſen— 
4 tial to Chriſtianity ? Does the kingdom of God con- 
=2 fiſt only of thoſe that have it? This then is another 
2 undeniable proof that Chriſtianity implies a new. 
11 creature, ſuch as having renounced the prejudices of 
life, the maxims of human wiſdom, gives itſelf with 
Ia childlike ſubmiſſion and ſimplicity, to be entirely 
__ by the doctrines and ſpirit of Chriſt. Craft 
and policy, ſelfiſh cunning, proud abilities and vain 


al 


0 de endowments, have no admittance in this holy ſlate of 
= ſociety with Chriſt in God. The wiſdom of this 

. m world, the intrigues of life, the deſigns of greatneſs 
"Wa and ambition, lead to another kingdom. He that fol- 
from? 4 lows Chriſt muſt be emptied of this vain furniture, 
-5 not and put on the meek ornament of infant and unde- 


140 | 4 s implicity. 
es, ail here is the wife ? where is the ſeribe ? where is the dif- 
\f our 7 Eputer of this world? Hat]. not God made Job iſh the wiſdom 
hol 5 this word? 
. If we will partake of the wiſdom of God, we muſt 
y m Judge of this world, and its moſt boaſted gifts, as the 
a, he wiſdom of God judgein of them; we muſt deem 
kin them fooliſhneſs, and with undivided hearts, labour 
after one wiſdom, one happineſs, in being entirely - 
1 devoted to God. 
XIII. From all theſe conſiderations it appears, 
- B that 


(14) 
that Chriſtianity implies a new creature, and a life en- 
tirely devoted to God. 

Now if this be Chriſtianity, it may ſerve to inſtru& 
two ſorts of people : 

Firſt, thoſe who are content with an outward re. 


ligion: thoſe whoſe Chriſtianity lies only in an out. 


ward decency and regularity of life. 1 
I don't mean thoſe that are inſincere or hypocriti- 


cal: but all thoſe who are content with outward re. 
ligion; all who are content with any thing ſhort of 
that inward holineſs, the newneſs of heart and ſpi- 


Tit, which the goſpel deſcribes, | 


They ſhould conſider that charity, chaſtity, ſobri- 4 
ety and juſtice, may be practiſed without Chriſtianity, 
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A Jew, a Heathen, may be (what you call) charitable Þ 


and temperate: but to make theſe parts ofChriſtianity, 


they muſt proceed from a heart truly turned to God, 
that is full of infant ſimplicity, that is crucified wit! 
Chriſt, that is born again of the ſpirit, that has over- , 
come the world. Temperance or juſtice without this 
turn of heart, may be the temperance of a Jew ora | 


Heathen : but it is not Chriſtian temperance or juſ- 
tice, till it proceeds from a Chriſtian ſpirit, Could 
we do and ſuffer all that Chriſt himſelf did and ſuf. 


fered, yet if it was not all done in the ſame temper, | 


in the ſpirit of Chriſt, it would profit us nothing. 


XXIV. A Chriſtian is ſober, charitable and juſt, 


upon the ſame principles, and with the ſame ſpirit 
that he receives the holy communion, as acts of obe- 


dience to God, and ſo many inſtances of a heart tru- 


ly devoted to God. | | 2 
A Chriſtian is ſober, not only ſo far as ſuits with a 


regular life, but ſo as becomes one who is born of Þ 


the Holy Spirit, that is one with Chriſt, who dwel- 
leth in God and God in him. 


He is charitable, not only fo far as ſuits with his 


natural temper, and with a good eſteem among men; 


but in {ſuch a meaſutc as is ſuitable to the doctrine 2 


and ſpirit of the goſpel, 


For indeed, neither charity, nor temperance, nor 
juſtice, nor any other virtues (as they are called) are 


parts of Chriſtian holineſs, till they ſpring from ho- 
Tui 


lineſs of heart, from the mind that was in Chriſt. 
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5 ter the image of him that created them; 


= meaſure themfelves by themſelves are not wife. 


55 
725 
1 
3 
. 
. 
2 
E 

ha ot 
8 

* 


Chriſtians, 


g 3 Per have, like bim, offered their whole foul and body as a 


( 15 ) 


This is what cannot be too much conſidered by thoſe 
hose religion has made no change in their hearts; 
who fancy themſelves Chriſtians, only becauſe of the 
WD: ootariy of their lives, altho' they have never ex- 
"I a renewal in the ſpirit of their minds, af- 
Who pray 
without devotion, give alms without charity, and 
are Chriſtians without the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. 

1 XXVI. Secondly, this doctrine may ſerve to in- 
Nrutt thoſe who are convinced, they have been hi- 
therto ſtrangers to religion. 


Some people, who are aſhamed of their paſt lives, 


and begin to look toward religion, think they have 


done enough, when they have reformed the outward 
courſe of their lives, when they have left off their 
Fe vices and follies, or are grown careful of ſome 
a duties or virtues. | 
Thus, a man who has been a drunkard many years, 
thinks he has made a ſufficient change by becoming 
Wemperace : another imagines he is in a very good 
and ſafe ſtate, becauſe he does not neglect the public 
worſhip, as he uſed to do: a lady fancies ſhe hves 
enough to God, becauſe ſhe has left off plays, and 
lives more at home than tormerly. 
But ſuch people ſhould conſider, that Chriſtianity 
does not conſiſt in the fewnels of our vices; no nor in 
any one particular virtue, nor yet in the outward a- 
mendment of our lives: but in ſuch a thorough change 
of heart, as makes the love of God the ſpring, and 
meaſure, and rule, of all our tempers and actions. 
XXVII. It is a miſerable error, to think we are 
becauſe we are leſs vain or covetous, 
more ſober or decent in our behaviour than we uſed 
to be. Yet this is the caſe with many, who think 
they are well, becauſe they are not ſo bad as they 
Pere; becauſe they are reformed from outward. 
Fe not conſidering how thorough a change, 
Dow entire a reformation of heart as well as life, 
Chriſtianity implies. 
But let ſuch people remember, that they who thus 


Let them 
Fcmember that they are not diſciples of Chriſt, till 


reaſonable, 
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reaſonable, living facrifice to God; that they are not 


members of Chriſt's wy {tical body, till they are 


united unto him by a na ſpirit; that they have not 
entered into the kingdom of God, till they have en- 


tered into an nt fmpluaty of heart, 'till they are ſo 


born of God as not to comm 'n; ſo full of an heaven: 
ly ſpirit as to have overcome the world. 

Let them remember, he that ig in Chriſt is a new crea- 
ture, and that nothing ſhort of this will avail before 
God; nothing leſs than the entire renewal of the ſou 
in 11ghtegouſneis and all true holineſs. Let them re- 
member that there is no religion that will ſtand us 


in any lead, but that which is the converlion of the 


heart to God; when all our tempers are holy, hea- 


verly, divine, ſpringing from a foul that is born agaii 


of ihe ſpirir, that is full of divine love, and tends 


with-one full bent to perfection and happineſs in the 


enjo ment of God. 

XVIII. Therefore let us look carefully to our 
ſelves, and conſider what manner of ſpirit we are of: 
Let us not think our condition ſafe, becauſe we are 
of this or that church or perſuaſion, or becauſe we 
are ſtrict obſerveis of the outward offices of religion, 
For we cannot but ſee, theſe are marks that belong 


to more than belong to Chriſt. All are not his, that 


propheſy, or even caſt out devils, and work miracles in Ii. 
name. Much leſs thoſe who with corrupt minds and 


worldly hearts, are only baptized in his name. 
If religion has raiſed us into a new world, if it bas 


filled us with new ends of life; if it has taken pollel- 
fion of our hearts, altered the whole turn of our 


minds, and changed the whole ſtream of our affec- 


tions; if it has given us new joys and grieff, new hopt 
and fears ; if all things in us are become new; if the lov 


of God ts flied abrcad in our hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt give! 
unto us. and this ſhirit beareth witneſs with our ſpirits tht 


we are the children if God then we are Chriſtians, no! 
in name only, but in truth; then we do believe in 
the Holy Jeſus, and we ſhall rejoice in the day of CH 
that we have not vun in pain, neither laboured in vain. 
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